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trees with the help of their comparisons. Their work was historical. But the old morphology had sought by means of anatomy and embryology to establish the laws, if any, which actually controlled morphological phenomena. It sought, in fact, to discover what morphogenesis really was. It sought, moreover, to construct what was typical in the varieties of forms, into a system which should be not merely historically determined, but which should be intelligible from a higher and more rational standpoint.
It is to the lasting credit of the late Wilhelm His that he kept alive at any rate the principle of this . method of truly rational morphology, and the work of Alexander Goette should not be forgotten. It was to these writers that the later " Mechanics of Development" attached itself, with its claim that morphology should take its place amongst the real sciences*
His and Goette had recognised that the true processes of morphogenesis which appear in the development of the individual require actual and efficient causes for each single realisation. But it was just this condition, without which no laws of formation could be scientifically established, that advocates of phylogenesis had overlooked. They allowed " heredity " to stand as the cause of morpho-genetic processes, a theory which exhibited in a new and aggravated form the same logical weakness as that theory of the old nature-philosophy which allowed the ideas to be sufficient grounds for the organic form. In both cases the link was missing which should unite the general to the particular.